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The Value of International Travel  
 

This year, we are working hard to arrange 4 major overseas trips: the Grade 9 ôs have the 

opportunity to visit New Zealand, the Grade 10 ôs can participate in a language exchange to 

Spain or France, the Grade 11 ôs just returned from their trip to China, and the Grade 12 ôs 

are organizing a trip to Europe.  

 

As part of our Project Discover program, these trips are operated under the unofficial motto 

of ñDiscomfort without Dangerò. They help students at Southpointe Academy to realize what 

I consider to be one of our more important goals:  

 

Promoting a community spirit and civic responsibility that stretches beyond  

the personal to include a global perspective and under standing  

 

So has this most recent trip achieved all that was intended? Have the students returned 

with an international awareness and a new global intelligence? I have the privilege of 

recently accompanying most of our Grade 11 ôs to China, so let me share some of their 

reflections and insights and you can be the judge:  

 

Describe your homestay experience. What was your first impression? How did you 

feel about your room? Your bathroom?  

 

ñI honestly loved my homestay experience. The past week has been extremely enriching 

and amazing ï I still canôt believe I spent the last 10 days in China! My homestay family 

was really nice, they showed a lot of respect towards me and were really caring ï it almost 

felt as if they were my family. My first impression é honestly, the first night when I was 

walking up to the apartment, I thought I would have to live in a slum. However, once I 

entered, I was absolutely shocked by the palace that was before me!ò 

 

ñIt was amazing and beyond anything I expected the experience to be. My family was very 

welcoming and caring. My first impression was that they have way better English than my 

Chinese! My room was spacious, modern, clean and attacked by cartoons! I was very happy 

to just get to know my host family and I was very keen on bui lding a stronger relationship 

with them!ò 

 

ñThe first impression of my 

homestay was very clean, but 

small. My room was very 

small in size and cluttered. 

The bed barely fit in the room 

and my luggage just made 

the room tiny. However, the 

house was clean an d 

somewhat modern, so it was 

liveable and likeable. The 

bathroom was a bonus for me 

ïI got the western toilet as 

well as the hole toilet!ò 

 

What did you think of 

Chinaôs people? 

 

ñChinaôs people are by far the 

most welcoming, loving, and  

caring people I ha ve ever seen. Their hospitality was amazing! They make sure that you are 

always at your best and always smiling. The go to great lengths to make you feel at home!ò 

 



ñThe citizens of China are absolutely fantastic. It is overwhelming to feel all of their 

politeness. I was in a state of awe from the moment I stepped into the Beijing airport. One 

of the highlights of the trip was going to one of the schools; I remember how some of the 

kids excitedly crowded around me, asked for my name, and asked to take a pho to with me!ò 

 

What was the most difficult thing about the trip?  

 

ñThe most difficult thing on this trip was communicating with people. Now I know how it 

feels when 2 people are from different countries. You had to use lots of hand gestures to 

communicate with people who couldnôt speak English.ò 

 

ñThe most difficult thing about the trip was answering the ñcall of natureò. I was much too 

used to the luxurious western styled toilets! After experimentation, and several tries, I 

finally got used to hole toilets !ò 

 

ñThe toilets. Period.ò 

 

What was your most significant 

observation on this trip?  

 

ñI was amazed when I learned that 

the students at the Highschool 

Attached to the Hunan Normal 

University were not used to seeing 

non -Chinese people. We are very 

used to this since we grew up in a 

multicultural country.ò 

 

ñIt was interesting to see how much 

China hides from the citizens about 

certain things like 1989 in 

Tiananmen Square. Media is fairly 

controlled. It was interesting to 

understand that China isnôt exactly 

communist, it was more capitalist 

than I expected.ò 

 

ñI learned that language is not a 

barrier any more. Even just a smile 

can convey so much meaning and 

you can communicate in so many ways.ò 

 

ñThe most significant observation I had was once you have bargained a price, pay that price 

unless you want to get chased by the shopkeeper!ò 

 

 

What advice would you give to students going on next yearôs trip? 

 

ñTry new things, really try to step out of your comfort zone and push your limits.ò 

 

ñBring forks, spoons, and knives. Other than that, have a good time!ò 

 

ñI would tell them to be prepared for what they never expected, and I would warn them 

that most of China is not all big cities and bright lights.ò 

 

ñMy only advice would be to go on the trip. I promise that you will not regret it. Donôt be 

scared, take risks, because you never know, you might like it!ò 

 



 
 

You may be wondering about my personal impressions of China and what experience had 

the largest impact on me. Well é I was completely flabbergasted by the pace and 

magnitude of the residential construction and economic growth, and I was equally taken 

aback by the realization of the unspoken truths in modern communism: the practicalities of 

the single child policy, the control of information and media, an d the continual political 

brainwashing. But as I toured through China a few weeks ago, I was also impressed by the 

maturity, integrity, and kind -heartedness of the 20 students from Southpointe Academy 

that accompanied me. They were definitely challenged by  discomfort without danger and 

they rose to new heights!  

 

Are these overseas trips ñpromoting a community spirit and civic responsibility that 

stretches beyond the personal to include a global perspective and understandingò?  

 

You bet!  

 

 

 

 

Mr. Bruce Griffioen  

Team Leader of Curriculum and Assessment and China 2010 Chaperone  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

And now for the next step......the reciprical visit!  
 

Hot on the heels of our fabulous time spent in Changsha, China, the Hunan Delegation will 

be arriving this Sunday and staying with us through to next Sunday, December 5 th .   

 

Our Grade 11 Families  will be hosting this group and it will be our turn to take advantage of 

this great opportunity to demonstrate our appreciation of their kindness to our students and 

show our  Canadian hospitality .  

 

I would like to thank all of those who have been able to open their homes and families to 

our international guests.  

 

The visit will begin with a Full -School Assembly on Monday morning, followed by an in -

school day.  For the remainder of the week, they will be exploring our beautiful city and 

area including, the Aquarium & Stanley Park; the North Shore including a visit with Santa on 

Grouse Mountain; Downtown and an exciting Vancouver Giants Hockey Game; Richmond & 

Steveston a nd a day trip to Victoria.  These are the activities that the school has planned 

and I am sure the Homestays will have some wonderful surprises up their sleeves as well!  

 

It is a wonderful advantage to our students to have been to China and experienced the  

warmth there before they take on the role as host themselves  here .  For the Chinese 

delegation, it will be their first time travelling overseas.  Letôs all take a part in making them 

feel welcome to our School Community and Country.  

 

Please be on the look out for the 19 Strong Delegation  

 

 

Sincerely,  Mrs. Common  



 



 



 



 



 



 



GYP N EWS  
 

ART & DESIGN FAIR  

Grade 10, 11 and 12 students who are interested in Art & Design are invited to attend the 

Art & Design University Fair hosted by St. John's School, December 2, from 6 to 8:30 p.m. 

Students must be on time as the presentations start at 6:00 sharp.  The schools presenting 

are:  

 

Art Center College of Design, Pasadena, CA  

California College of Art, San Francisco, CA  

FIDM -  Fashion Design Institute of Desi gn & Merchandising, 

Los Angeles  

Otis College of Art & Design, Los Angeles  

Pratt Institute, New York  

SAIC -  School Art Institute of Chicago  

ECUAD  Emily Carr University Art & Design, Vancouver  

ACAD -  Alberta College of Art & Design, Calgary  

Academy of Art U niversity -  San Francisco  

Parsons Paris School of Art & Design, Paris, France  

 

The format:  the presentations start at 6:00 p.m. Each school presents for 5 or 6 minutes.  

For the last hour or so, representatives will look at students' portfolios.  

 

Address:  St. John's School, 2215 West 10th Ave., Vancouver  

UBC D EPARTMENT  OF ENGINEERING  is hosting an open house this 

Saturday , November 27 , for future engineers.  Students will have an opportunity to meet 

professors, students and staff who will introduce them to  the diverse world of engineering 

through one -on -one conversations, presentations, hands -on demonstrations, and lab tours. 

 Students and parents are welcome  

 

Time:  9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

Where:  UBC, 2332 Main Building, Fred Kaiser Building   www.maps.ubc.ca  

to see list of events:  www.engineering.ubc.ca/openhouse  

SFU "W OMEN  IN  COMPUTING  SCIENCE "  would like to invite any 

interested young women to attend their one day workshop in computing science.  The main 

goal of this event is to showcase the fun and interesting things students can learn in this 

field.  The event will include two workshops:  an Alice workshop and a Roombas workshop. 

 In the Alice workshop, the girls will get an introduction to object oriented programming by 

creating animations in a virtual world.  In the Roombas workshop, girls will get the hands on 

experience controlling Roombas  (autonomous, robotic vacuum cleaner).   

 

Cost:  Free, but you must pre - register  

Date & Time:  from 11 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 14  

 

Location:  SFU Burnaby Campus  

 

Participants:  students from grades 8 to 12  

 

email:  trycatch.info@googlemail.com  

Submitted by M rs. Kirkwood   

 

 

http://www.maps.ubc.ca/
http://www.engineering.ubc.ca/openhouse


GYP INTERNAL EXAMS  

DECEMBER 2010  
*Updated version*  

 
DATE & TIME  Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Thursday, Dec. 9 

8:30 AM 

MATH FRENCH 

SPANISH 

 

BIOLOGY  PHYSICS 

 

12:30 PM 

 

P.E. MEDIA ARTS 

ARCHITECTURE 

MEDIA ARTS 

ARCHITECTURE 

 

MEDIA ARTS 

ARCHITECTURE 

 

Friday, Dec. 10 

8:30 AM 

ENGLISH ENGLISH SOCIALS FRENCH 

SPANISH 

 

12:30 PM 

 

  BUSINESS ED BUSINESS ED. 

Monday, Dec. 13 

8:30 AM 

SOCIALS 

 

MATH FRENCH 

SPANISH 

ENGLISH 

AP ENGLISH 

 

12:30 PM 

 

BAND ART  BIOLOGY 

ART 

 

Tuesday, Dec. 14 

8:30 AM 

SCIENCE  SOCIALS ENGLISH 

 

CHEMISTRY 

 

12:30 PM 

 

ART BUSINESS ED. 

PUBLISHING 

PUBLISHING 

PHYSICS 

PUBLISHING 

 

 

Wednesday, Dec. 15 

8:30 AM 

FRENCH 

SPANISH 

P.E. CHEMISTRY 

 

HISTORY  

AP HISTORY 

 

12:30 PM 

 

  ART ART 

AP CHEMISTRY 

 

Thursday, Dec. 16 

8:30 AM  

IT 

DRAMA 

SCIENCE MATH 

 

MATH  

AP CALCULUS 

 

 

 

 

*Please Note:  All subjects are being examined this year and all Exams will be written in 

GYP classrooms.  

 

No exams are to be written before the scheduled date and time without Mr. 

Baldwin or Mr. McCallôs approval.  

 

 



MYP & GYP Take a Vowéof Silence 
 

 

 

On November 19 th , the MYP &  GYP 

students took part in an eye opening 

experience; the Vow of Silence. 

Although to some students óno 

communicatingô was an ordeal, there 

were others who felt it was quite 

simple! Either way, I am very sure all 

students participating learned that 

not hav ing a voice is extremely difficult, and we should definitely help children who do not 

have this freedom. Now, we all understand how difficult life for these children really is!  

 

For the most part, the students participating in the Vow of Silence took thei r commitment 

seriously; using their will power to stay silent and viewing their tape as a symbol of their 

pledge ðMs. Kothlow  

 

It was a very interesting experience ðMelissa Lau  

 

It was very hard to stay quiet all day ðbut I 

did it! ðVinnie Glaser  

 

It was pret ty hard because it was hard to 

communicate ðAlina Hussain  

 

It was difficult because the minute you took 

your tape off you would automatically talk 

and you wouldnôt be aware of it. So, we are 

lucky to have a voice and freedoms unlike 

those in third world cou ntries ðAmrita Sunner  

 

Written By: Aliyyah Jafri  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MYP N EWS  
 

Auditions for Fiddler on the Roof Junior are Next Week!  

Auditions for Southpointe Academyôs presentation of Fiddler on the Roof Junior will be held 

on Tuesday and Wednesday of next week. All MYP students are encouraged to audition.   

Musical contracts are available from Ms. Kothlow and are due before November 2 6 th .  

We are looking forward to a memorable musical experience this year!   

 

Alysha Kothlow, Roberto Florencio, Amanda Huber and Greg Kean  



FYP NEWS  
  

FYP READING WEEK ë íHARRY POTTERðS WORLD OF 
HOGWARTSî 
 
Many would say that November is one of the darkest 
and dreariest months of the calendar. It is a month 
dreaded by many as it heralds the approach of chaos 
and the darkness of winter.  
As Albus Dumbledore said in the movie Harry 
Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban , 2004,  
íHappiness can be found, even in the darkest of 
times, if one only remembers to turn on the light. í  

 
The FYP department certainly íturned on the lightî 
last week as we transformed our halls, library and 
minds to the world of Hogwarts, School of Wizardry.  
The teachers transformed with gown s and wands, 
read excerpts from the novels and encouraged the 
imagination to go wild with tales of wizardry and 
wonder.  
The library buzzed with readers gobbling up books 
and writers wrote íowl mailî with dark, quilled pens. 
There were potions to gaze at, book reports to write 
and stories from mystery readers to hear.  

 
A Hogwarts lunch of Slytherin Macaroni and Cheese 
and vegetable wands were served each day in the 
Hogwarts Dining Hall. Bertie Botts cupcakes 
washed down with Dumbledore Elixor were dessert.  
The long dining table was dressed with black 
tablecloths and candlelabras and our own wonderful 
masked Southpointe Owls (Grade 12 Prefects) 
brought parcels to each child.  

 
I think we can safely say that our Reading Week this 
year was our most adventurous and certainly one of 
our most fun. A huge thank you to Mrs. Levitt and 
Ms. Ramsden (our library assistant) who worked 
tirelessly to create the wonderful world of Hogwarts. 
Thank you also to the Coast Hotel for their 
wonderful lunch creations and their will ingness to help host a magical event. It 
may take a village to raise a child, but it takes children to raise a village up to its 
true potential!  
 
Submitted by Mrs. Quenville  -  aka Professor McGonagall  



SPORTS INFORMATION  
 

 

UBC FALL CLASSIC  
 

Our first time ever going into a race, our first time running a full 5km, and furthermore our 

first time passionately running in -1 degree C with snow falling on our faces.  

 

We started prepping for the UBC Fall Classic weeks before, increasing the intensity of our 

practi ce runs slowly, which led us into running all 5km. All the training and hard work 

allowed us to not only get our personal best times which were absolutely outstanding, but 

two of us also got top five in our age categories. Jaskamal Gill earned fifth in the  female 

under 15 with a time of 29:25 and Casey Wong placed fifth in the female 15 -19 category 

with a time of 28:35. Anita Bal and Victoria Alejandre finished right behind Casey with times 

of 29:03 and 29:22.  

 

Julie Kopp happened to sign herself up for th e 10km race accidentally, and she willingly ran 

all 10km finishing with a great time. With this in mind, Julie wasnôt the only one who made 

a little mistakeéTarny Dhindsa and Gurkirat Sarai happened to have the wrong address for 

the run and as a result the y missed out on the official start of the 5km race.  The girls still 

ran, but due to very few people left on the race route, the girls took a wrong turn and 

missed the 5km route and ended up running 10km instead.  

 

All things considered, weôd like to give a thank you to Mrs. Locke for encouraging, 

organizing, and training us for this run. We had a great time, with lots of memories.  

 

Submitted by -  The Grade 10 Girls  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


