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GLOBAL LEARNING  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mr. Baldwin addressing the conference  

 

Recently, I travelled to China to deliver the keynote address at a conference arranged by the 

National Association of School Administrators, the Ministry of Education and the Yuelu Education 

Forum . Those in attendance were the Presidents of Chinaôs highest ranked universities and the 

Principals of Chinaôs highest ranked high schools. The purpose of the conference was to explore 

ways to make the education system in China more able to produce c reativ e and innovative 

students, and make sure that the most suitable students enter the best universities. At present, 

such decisions are based solely on the results of the National Examination in the core academic 

subjects.  

As the only non -Chinese speaker, I f elt a certain amount of trepidation as I approached the 

podium, but all turned out well. That, however, is not the point. The point is that China, a country 

of immense and growing influence, is recognizing that education must change if its citizens are to 

be prepared for the sort of world now emerging ; they know they must find a way to recognize and 

reward things which currently find no place in the National Examination. The ówhatô is easy; the 

óhowô is not. 

And this is  the  same globally. There is a powerfu l certainty that schools must change, but an 

equally powerful uncertainty as to how to do it.  

The certainty stems from societyôs evident needs. For example, Harvard Graduate School of 

Education Professor Tony Wagner interviewed over 600 CEOôs, asking them,ôWhich qualities will 

our graduates need in the 21 st  century for success in college, careers ands citizenship?ô Wagner 

then distilled the answers into his list of Seven Survival Skills  . They are:  

 Critical Thinking and Problem Solving  

 Collaboration across  networks and leading by influence  

  Agility and adaptability   

 Initiative and Entrepreneurship  

 Effective oral and written communicati on  

 Accessing and analyzing information   

 Curiosity and imagination  

 

Add to this such things as the tech -savvy nature of today ôs students which will lead by most 

estimates to at least 50% of courses being taken online by 2015, the fact that óteamsô are the 

modus operandi of most employment now, the fact that over 800 colleges in the USA no longer 

require or value SAT scores, and the necessity of change becomes clearer still. This is not a 

bandwagon that will give way soon enough to a new imperative; it is reality.  

 



So much then for the shorthand version of óthe certaintyô. What of the ópowerful uncertaintyô. The 

education systems of the world are familiar territory. One commentator has suggested that were 

Rip van Winkle to awake now after a century asleep, he would find nothing familiar until he 

entered a school! We  like familiarity and dislike change. This is evident in the fact that when 

parents are surveyed, most, according to the National Association of Independent Schools in the 

USA, want to go back óto the fiftiesô. At least that implies that they think we are not stuck in the 

fifties now, but I, for one, am not so sure! I am  sure that our responsibilities as parents and 

educators are to our students, to develop in them the attributes they will need to succeed in their 

future rather than in our past.  

 

I shall be offering a Parent Academy on 21 st  Century Learning on Tuesday 31 May at 7pm. I hope 

many of you will join me to explore the exciting new world of schooling. If you would like a taste 

before you come, have a look at Khan Academy.  

 

Graham Baldwin  

 
 

 

The Press Seek More After The Speech  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Baldwin teaching an Englis h class of 64 students at our partner school ïnotice the pile of 

textbooks from which they learn all day and every day, a typical state of affairs in China as they 

prepare to battle every peer in the country in the National Final Examinations  



TONIGHT:  ñPROUD TO BE A CANADIAN NIGHT ò 

 

FOR THE PREMIER  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ñCOINS FOR KIWIôSò 
 

As you all know, the Grade 9s held a bake sale on Friday called 

ñCoins for Kiwisò. On behalf of all the Grade 9s and Grade Reps, 

I would like to thank you  all for coming out and buying our baked 

goods in support of rebuilding Christchurch. It was awesome seeing everybody come down stairs 

to the Educafé and buy  a cupcake or two. I hope the food was delicious!  

 

The grand total is in and we have raised exactly 

$900!!!! This just shows that when we all come 

together, we can accomplish something great! If you 

want to go quickly, go alone. If you want to go far, go 

together. All the money raised in Coins for Kiwis and 

Canteen for Christchurch will be sent to our si ster 

school in Oxford, New Zealand where it will then be 

directed to a proper organization.  

 

Thank you so much to all the Grade 9 students, 

parents, and grandparents who either went out and 

bought their baked goods or, like in my house, spent 

hours baking the night before. I really appreciate you 

taking time out of your busy schedules to help all of 

our Kiwi families.  

 

A BIG thank you to Jonathanôs dad who made the 

amazing posters that were hanging by the tables. 

They were absolutely beautiful! Thank you t o Mrs. 

Common who also helped us set -up for the event.  

 

Submitted by Morgan Leung -  Grade 9 Rep  

 
 

 

KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL MUSIC 
FESTIVAL  
 

On Monday , May 9 th ,  the Junior Jazz Band  took part  in the 

Kiwanis Music Festival. After one final hour of practice on Monday  

morning , we drove down to the music festival well prepared. We 

started by watching a jazz combo  play to get the feel of what 

would happen when we performed. When it was our turn to perform, we walked on to the stage 

and played Hey Jude, Theme from Spiderman, and September. Then the two judges came down 

and congratulat ed us with compliments like, "we rarely get to hear a band so young with such a 

high skill level." The judges then gave us some tips, and we headed out to get lunch. We all 

wanted to know how  we did, and we were thrilled when Mr. Pekarsky informed us  that w e had 

received a gold standing!  

  

Submitted by Brenna and Jody  

 

 

 

 

 



On Wednesday, May 18 th
,  two of our musical groups are leaving to Langley to take 

place in Kiwanis  International Music Festival,  located at Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Lan gley 

campus.  

 

Southpointe  Intermediate Wind Orchestra  which includes  musicians from Grades 6 to 8 will be 

performing at 9:55am. We will be performing  1812 Overture, Askot  Overture and Sing, Sing, 

Sing.   Southpointe Junior Wind Orchestra will take stage at 11:3 0am.  The musicians  are grade 

five students  and the dancers and singers are Grade 2 students from Ms. Mah ôs class. This 

performance will premier our own composition called  Two Chinese  Folk Dances .  W e will  also 

perform  Boogie Blues and Minor Rock.    

 

All of our musicians are require d to wear  their  #1  Uniform s for the performances.   Family members and  

friend s are welcome to attend.  

 

Submitted by Mr. Pekarsky  

 

GYP NEWS  
 

 

A representative from Trinity College, Dublin , will be at Crofton House at 4:00 p.m. on May 

26th.   If you are interested in attending, please confirm with Ms. Kirkwood , 

 
"Overseas University Night"   -   for s tudents who may be interested in studying abroad  

St. George's is hosting an Overseas University Night on Thursday, May 26 in their auditorium from 

7:00pm ï 9: 00pm.   Representatives from the following Universities will be in attendance:  

 

Goldsmiths, University of London  

University College London  

Kings College, London  

Queen Mary, University of London  

Royal Holloway, University of London  

SOAS, University of London  

St. George's, Universi ty of London  

University college Dublin  

University of Limerick  

 

Scottish University Event -  St. John's School, Monday, May 30 th ,  from 4 :00pm -  6:30 p.m.  

Universities represented:  

 

University of Glasgow  

University of Aberdeen  

The University of Edinburgh  

University of Dundee  

University of Strathclyde  

University of Stirling  

Heriot Watt University  

Queen Margaret University  

Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama  

The Glasgow School of Art  

Glasgow Caledonian University  

University of Abertay Dundee  

 

Submitted by Mrs. Kirkw ood  

 



SPAIN LANGUAGE  
 
On April 3, 2011 the Grade 10  Spanish class embarked on a journey that they will remember 

forever é the Spain trip .  We stayed with families 

from the Colegio Internacional de Valladolid.   We 

were privileged to visit many cities; Segovia, 

Salamanca, Toled o, Avila, and Madrid. We spent 

twelve days getting to know these cities, their 

histories, and the Spanish traditions and culture. 

Another life changing event 

that will stay with us is 

visiting the bull farm where 

we were offered  the 

opportunity to step in to the 

ring and face the bull, 

fortunately for us it was a 

baby bull and none of us were in mortal danger. In Valladolid we lived 

everyday life with our wonderful home stay families, who welcomed us into 

their homes as if we were one of their own, and made  our visit as 

pleasurable as possible. In the Spanish school Colegio Internacional , we 

visited their English and Socials classes which were made enjoyable and 

entertaining. We were taught the indigenous stick dance. When it was time for us to leave our 

home  stay families , emotions ran high as all of us were sad to leave our newly found friends, 

although we were eager to venture in to the massive city of Madrid. In Madrid, we visited the 

globally renowned Prado museum, and saw a flamenco show. This was to say the least, an 

experience. The Spain trip was an experience of a lifetime and I hope to return one day.  

 

Submitted by Matt Purcell  

 

 

 

SPANISH VISITORS IN TSAWWASSEN  
 

Friday, May 6 th , we waved good bye to our Spanish visitors from Valladolid.  Five students, Laura, 

Alberto,  Luis. Beatriz, and Veronica, as well 

as their teacher Clare Welch and  parent 

chaperone Nuria Serrano ended their 

whirlwind Vancouver stay.  

Thank you so much to the teachers and 

parents who welcomed them into their 

classes and homes.  Highlights of the tr ip 

included a Whistler overnight, trips 

downtown and to Granville Island with 

Southpointe students, as well as,  a trip to 

Victoria.  A special thank you to Mr.  Puar  

who organized so many events  for our 

guests .  

The  students had a wonderful visit here 

and seem ingly, from their point of view, our 

only blunder was to plan too short a stay 

here  for these  Spaniards . 

 

 

 



MYP NEWS  
 

ART SHOW  
GRADES 6 & 7  

 
With great excitement, we announce the Southpointe Academy GRADE 6 & 7 ART SHOW which 

continues to adorn our halls until May 24 th  2011.  

 

These Southpointe students have eagerly anticipated this event since September. Each student 

will exhibit at least one piece of art. We are proud to present a variety of imagery from collage to 

3D. Some students have excelled in detail des ign techniques this year, while others have 

experimented with conceptual art and the consequent demands on creative energy.  

 

The Southpointe art studio is a workshop environment. Each student is taught individually and 

encouraged to develop their own ideas  through taking risks and experimenting with technique and 

media resources. Each student is required to broaden their experience and to ópushô their projects 

through difficulties to a solution worthy of the struggle. Throughout this struggle, students are 

exposed to relevant works of both the Masters and contemporary artists. Peer group support and 

enthusiasm is key to the success of this program.  

 

Please enjoy this visual display of exuberance, contemplation and skill. Bring your friends and 

relatives to a cknowledge the 2011 Grade 6 & 7 Art Exhibition.  

 

Moira Elliott  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



SPORTS INFORMATION  
 

SENIOR GIRLS SOCCER  CHAMPIONS!  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPORTS CALENDAR  

 
May 12  ï May 26  

 
May 19  
Thursday  

Grades 4 ï 7 Boys and Girls -  ISEA Track & Field Meet at UBC  



Southpointe Academyôs Spring Fair 
 

Southpointeôs Spring Fair, ñSpring now for Tomorrowôs School,ò is now in the record books as a 

huge event that included a full school run followed by the Fair at the end of the week. Spirits ran 

high, but somewhat tentati ve, as plan B and C were incorporated as quickly as the weather 

changed.  

What a day! What a success!  
 

The garage sale had 

ample contributions as 

well as buyers. A t the 

end of the day 

remnants of the 

donations were 

delivered to the 

Diabetic Association and 

the Hospice to benefit 

others in our 

community, The 

amount of work and 

energy to setting up, 

dismantling and 

dispersing of unsold articles must be commended.  

 
A Gladiator Joust 

was a test of 

skill and 

per severance. 

The challenge 

gauntlets were 

placed and 

fought out to the 

bitter end 

enhanced by the 

cheers of the 

crowd. The 

somewhat tamer 

Bouncing Castle 

was a refuge for 

the younger 

prince and princesses.  
 

The dayôs of old - 

General Store was 

one busy room! 

Jars flew off the 

shelves and were 

whisked away with 

great anticipation 

to enjoy the 

goodies inside. In 

the same room the Bake Sale table gave buyers many 

choices and proves homemade goodies are still in 

demand in spite of Mrs. Boetcher and the General 

Store.  



The Food Court is a favorite spot. Many wait all year for 

the samosas and other goodies. It was a spot for a good 

lunch, snack, and drink and to enjoy the music of M r. 

Pekarski and the MYP Jazz Band. Thank you to the 

following parents who contributed towards the Vaisakhi 

event and the 

samosa Spring Fair 

booth. Wi thout you 

we would not have 

been able to put on 

these wonderful 

events with such 

delicious food: 

Kulwinder and Ravinder Gill, Farrah Chaudhary, Narinder 

Sekhon, Rupinder Nijjar, Jatinder Sidhu, Tejinder Sidhu, 

Amarjit Mann, Narinder Budwal, Kelly Bahi, Kam aljit Dhillon, 

Rajwinder Parmar, Raj Arneja, Manjit Bains, Malkiat Parmar, 

Belinda Dhanda, Jatinder Grewal, Kent Sarai, Harpreet 

Dhillon, Khangura Family, Kulvir and Balbinder Gosal, Amrit 

Aujla, Gurpreet Sangha, Jaswinder Sran, Satpal Rai, 

Jagdeep San dhu, Satpal Rai, Ajee t Kler, Narinder Kang, 

Rupinder Virk, Jaswinder Basraon, and Rupinder Gill.  

 
The run held the previ ous week as part of the fund raising 

for the new building was an outstanding success. All the 

students that took part are real troopers. You braved the elements and the personal challenges. 

Congratulations!! There are however, many talented young fundraise rs in the school who deserve 

special mention. They were able to raise $300 or more for the ñSpring into Motionò run. The 

following students are commended on their performance as our top student fundraisers:  
 

Top Fund raiser = Georgia Yu $490.00 (Kindergart en)  
Simrit Dhillon $323.00 (Grade 1)  
Skyla Chevrier $300.00 (Grade 6)  

Taryn Jessop $300.00 (Grade 8)  

 
Events such as these are fun and memorable 

for students, parents and volunteers alike. It 

does take that team effort, and you all can 

thank yourselves for  the success. I n true 

Southpointe fashion we proved attitude, 

togetherness, passion, hard work, long hours 

and performance lends itself to fun and 

wonderful memories of óhappy excellenceô! 

 
Thank you all!  

 

Submitted by Ms. 

Huber  

 
 

 
 

 



 



 


