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Reflections of a Kenyan Traveller

My hand shot up quickly when Mr. Baldwin suggested that someone from our school travel
to Bungoma, Kenya to visit Shepherd Academy. Suspecting that this opportunity may
transpire, I had already pre-approved a two week absence with my wife! I knew that
adventure was on the horizon, but how could I have known what we were about to see and
feel? The emotions of each and every day left Mrs. Common and I exhausted and drained.
We witnessed children and families in such dire need and then toiled with the burden of how
best to help.

Our mandate was clear:

1. Deliver the care packages that our school community so generously prepared.

2. Spend the proceeds from our “Canteen for Kenya” in a responsible and stewardly
manner.

3. Complete a risk assessment and analyze the potential to send teachers (and possibly
students) to Kenya in the future.

4. Determine whether Shepherd Academy would be a suitable school for a long term
partnership.

I'm happy to report on 3 of the 4 tasks, while the jury is still out on the final task.

Delivering Care Packages "Students at Shepherd Academy waiting
to receive their care packages.”

From our first meeting with the
students of Shepherd Academy, it
was very clear that every effort we
made to bring supplies was
completely worth it. About 1/3 of the
students didn’t have footwear, more
than half of them did not have
uniforms (even though every student
in Kenya is required to wear a
uniform), many had sores on their
heads, some had “jiggers” infecting
their feet, and most had torn and
ripped clothing. Their eyes were
hollow and piercing, with a few
occasional smiles. We arranged for a
ceremony on the second day of our
visit to hand out the care packages.
Those who had parents invited them,
and the names were called out as
they came one by one for their packages. You could tell by the looks on their faces that
most students did not really understand what was going on, but we soon surmised that
many of these children had never in their lives received a gift! That afternoon we had the
opportunity to visit the homes of 4 students, and I cannot fully describe how heart warming
it was to see their excitement and smiles as we walked up and they warmly greeted us
wearing their new clothes.

“"Canteen for Kenya”

The task of spending the money raised from the canteen was not an easy one. There were
so many needs evident! After consulting with various people, we decided that it would be
within our means to supply every student with a uniform (560 Kenyan schillings or about $7
per uniform), a sweater for the rainy season (600 Kenyan schillings or about $7.50 per
sweater) and a pair of flip flops (100 Kenyan schillings or $1.25 per pair). We also
purchased a new notebook for every student, dustless chalk for the classroom, some
skipping ropes, and food for preparing a small meal each day.



Risk Assessment

Bungoma is a small town in a relatively remote area near the border of Uganda. We soon
discovered that life in the African villages is quite different from life in the larger city of
Nairobi. We were prepared for no electricity, no running water, and pit toilets, but we could
not have anticipated the other risks that were present. Road safety, health issues, and
general fear of political unrest were the main concerns we had while staying in Bungoma.
While we acknowledge that any overseas trip has inherent risks, driving for 9 hours on
busy, rutted roads full of potholes could not be avoided. While the invisible presence of HIV
and tuberculosis could not be fully quantified, every cough we heard provided a haunting
reminder. Finally, even though we were constantly reassured that we were safe, no one
could clearly explain why all the doors where dead bolted shut at night and the dogs were
let off their leashes. We arrived back healthy and safe, but frankly unsure of whether these
risks can be adequately contained for a longer trip.

The Future

It was clear that Shepherd Academy is a school in dire need of help. The students and
families there were incredibly poor and it was heartbreaking to see their living conditions.
On our trip we also took the opportunity to visit some other schools and orphanages in
Kenya. It is now our job to weigh the needs of Shepherd Academy against the goals of our
school and the risks involved in a partnership such as this, and come up with a plan for
moving forward. We will keep you posted on our progress! For now, be prepared for another
Canteen for Africa next week to help support this ongoing and exciting program!

Oh yes ... do you remember Ronel? She was featured in the Midpointe 3 weeks ago. I found
her immediately on our first visit to Shepherd Academy. Her cute braided hair was
fashioned in a small ponytail on the
top of her head. I heard her sing with
her classmates, watched her play
with bottle caps (the only teaching
manipulative we saw at her school),
and even consoled her when she
cried. I handed her a care package,
showed her how to play with
plasticine, and visited her home. Her
hut was cramped, dark, and dirty.
The straw roof leaks during the rainy
season so there is a piece of
corrugated metal suspended over the
bed to keep her dry when she sleeps
with her two younger siblings. Yet,
her father was very welcoming and
appreciative of our visit. He told me
that Ronel loves skipping, balls, and
playing on a rope swing. Her mother
struggles to provide water and food,
and sometimes the only meal that Ronel gets is the bowl of corn porridge served at school.
I'm not sure which person in our community provided the cute blue skirt and blue top in her
care package, but it fit her perfectly. It was likely the only gift she has received in her life.

So we'd like to extend a huge thank you to everyone who chose to make a difference in the
life of a student like Ronel. Our visit made a lasting impression on their school community
and we will be carefully considering how we will proceed from here. For now, be assured
that we have planted seeds of hope and happiness in a community that faces many difficult
hardships each and every day.



A special thank you to the family of Kenny Ross, and in particular his grandfather Barry,
who runs Africa Bound Safaris in Kenya. Barry was an incredible source of information for us
and commissioned his partner Simon to transport us in the relative safety of a large safari
Land Cruiser. He provided us with a great peace of mind and the opportunity for a short
safari at the end of our trip. Many of the photos on display in the school hallway outside the
library are a result of his hard work and expertise!

(If you are interested in seeing some of this footage, we have left 7 DVDs in the library that
you can sign out. Each one has a 17 minute slideshow with video footage.)

e/

Mr. Bruce Griffioen
Team Leader of Curriculum and
Assessment

Discussing curriculum with
Jane, the head teacher.

A rhino in Nakuru
National Park




NEW BUILDING WEEKLY UPDATE
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Do you have dead batteries and don't know what to do with
them? Don't want to harm the environment by sending leaky
batteries to the dump? The students of the Grade 7-LF class, in
participating in the BC Green Games, have organized a nature-
friendly and extremely easy way to dispose of your dead
batteries.

From now until February 25, just bring your batteries to school
and toss them in a bin set up in the main lobby. We have
contacted a local company that will dispose of the useless
batteries in an environmentally-safe way.

This is such a simple way to help the planet, so please bring in
your dead batteries... We'll do the rest!

Article written by Jeevan Saran and Avjot Budwal, 7-LF



MULTICULTURAL NIGHT
“Global Village”

March 11, 2011

Multicultural Night will soon be
here.

Tickets now on sale in Educafe before and
after school

Adults:- $30

Children:- $20

Come by our Ticket booth and view the
fabulous Raffle baskets on display.

Don’t forget to sponsor your child or your
favorite act. Details on the next page. The Act

with the highest amount of sponsorship will
win a lunch!



We list below the events of the evening. If you would like to join us in sponsoring one or

more events, please complete the form. Thanks for your consideration. ,&Qoi“‘ .,‘A‘ %,
o F# ;,7“’3
Band Ensemble $500 &\
==
Special Guest $500
Y * o
Gr. K &1 Yoga (Animal Kingdom) $500 lei 't\::r's\“-\‘sﬁ‘
Gr. 2 Chinese Dragon Dance $500
Gr. 3 Marimiba $500
Gr. 4 Filipino Stick Dance $500
Gr.5&6 Square Dancing $500
MYP Scottish Dancing $500
Gr. 6 -12 Massed Choir $500
Sr. Boys Bhangra Bhangra Dancing $500
Sr. Girls Bhangra Bhangra Dancing $500
Girls Ghidda $500
Jr. Boys Bhangra Bhangra Dancing $500
Girls Bollywood $500
Ballet/Dance $500
Flamenco $500
Mexican $500
Special Event $1000
The Event Itself $2500
Total Remitted $
Donor Name (as you would like to be acknowledged):
Contact Name: Email:
Address: City/Prov. Postal Code
Telephone: Donor’s Signature,

METHOD OF PAYMENT

__VISA __ MC CREDIT CARD NO.

EXPIRYDATE ____ /____ SIGNATURE:

CHEQUE (Please make cheque payable to: Southpointe Academy) CASH




SCHOOL NEWS
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WHOLE SCHOOL ANTI-BULLYNG “"PINK SHIRT DAY’!!!

Wednesday, February 23, 2011, will be proclaimed “Anti-Bullying Day” throughout
British Columbia. All students at Southpointe Academy are encouraged to wear ‘Pink
Shirts’ on this day!!!

As you know, schools play an important role in helping children and youth develop
positive social behaviours—by setting expectations for appropriate behaviour, by teaching
healthy relationship skills, and by modeling healthy relationship skills in practice.

As we approach this year’s Anti-Bullying Day, the MYP Student Council and I encourage all
of our students, faculty, staff, and families to take part in this worthwhile day. It is a day
to create greater awareness, support and encourage pro-social behaviours in our children,

and a reminder to us all of the importance of keeping schools safe, caring, and happy
places.

BULLYING STOPS HERE

ARRR M,

~Ms. Huber




GYP NEWS

SUMMER PROGRAMS

There are a number of organizations who offer summer programs. The summer is an
excellent opportunity for students to get involved in enriching experiences. Here are some
links::

UBC, March break camps and summer camps. http://www.camps.ubc.ca/news-events

SFU, summer camps. Site opens March 23, 9:00 a.m. http://www.sfu.ca/camps/summer

Queens Enrichment Studies Unit - May 15-20, Queen's University, Ontario

U of Toronto Medicine & Law Youth Summer Programs, 2011: www.ysp.utoronto.ca,
summer.programs@utoronto.ca

Oxford Study Courses at St. Hilda's College, Oxford www.osc-ib.com

Earthwatch - Scientific and educational Expeditions: www.earthwatch.org. 1-800-776-
0188. Opportunities available in Canada.

LEAP - Learning Enrichment Advancement Program - hands on, engineering, robotics,
McMaster University, Ontario. http://leap.mcmcaster.ca

Shad Valley - university experiencesummer program - www.shadvalley.com

Cornell University Summer College: www.summercollege.cornell.edu

YR Learning Connections - Summer Volunteer Programs. www.yourworldtodiscvoer.ca

Projects Abroad - volunteer/GAP - www.projects-abroad.ca

MEI International Academy - summer programs for credit - www.meiacademy.com

Georgia Hardy Tours - summer programs for credit - www.ghardytours.com

Celtic Learning Summer Programs - www.CelticLearning.com

IWE Study & Consulting - Summer Tours of U.S. Universities - www.iwestudy.com

CCI Renaisaance School - Lanciano, Italy - www.ccilanciano.com

Reach Cambridge Residential Summer School - www.reachcambridge.com

Les Elfes International Campus - www.leselfes.com

UNIVERSITY ADMISSIONS: ‘

I am really proud to let you know that in addition to acceptances to ]
Waterloo, Western and Alberta, Melissa Beaulac has also been accepted

to McGill University. Ramneet Basraon was admitted to The University of

Alberta and SFU. This week she also received an offer from the University

of Western Ontario, Faculty of Science. Arpan Grewal has been accepted at Kwantlen.

Submitted by Susan Kirkwood


http://www.camps.ubc.ca/news-events
http://www.sfu.ca/camps/summer
http://www.ysp.utoronto.ca/
http://www.osc-ib.com/
http://www.earthwatch.org/
callto:+11-800-776-0188
callto:+11-800-776-0188
http://leap.mcmcaster.ca/
http://www.shadvalley.com/
http://www.summercollege.cornell.edu/
http://www.yourworldtodiscvoer.ca/
http://www.projects-abroad.ca/
http://www.meiacademy.com/
http://www.ghardytours.com/
http://www.celticlearning.com/
http://www.iwestudy.com/
http://www.ccilanciano.com/
http://www.reachcambridge.com/
http://www.leselfes.com/

MYP NEWS
MYP NIGHT OF THE NOTABLES

During the past few weeks, MYP Teachers have been discussing in greater detail the MYP Night
of the Notables. Having researched the life of a notable person, the MYP students will be
dressing as that person and adopting his/her persona as they meet each other and invited guests
on Tuesday, March 15th, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at the Baptist Church Sanctuary. Naturally, students
will be required to be in attendance at 6:30 p.m. to set up and take their mark before being
introduced to you all, center stage!

Each child will be given time during their Art and Drama classes to work
in character and develop an artistic component to display, as well as learn
to become their chosen notable. Your child(ren) will be performing their
character, advising their peers with helpful, corrective criticism to
improve their presentation, and taking part in the planning process of
becoming their chosen person. It is crucial students
develop a habit of practicing their character at home.
They need to be proficient in knowing their character,
their history, memorable events, how they came to be
who they are, funny idiosyncrasies, etc. well in advance
of this event. During Science 6, Math 7, and Social

. Studies 8 classes, students will have a minimum of two
classes dedicated towards working on their notable. Their teacher will advise
them as to when they will need to bring information and supplies to class in
order to effectively spend time working on this project.

4

Students will also be required to make lists of the items

they require for their costume—to dress as though they are that notable
person. Many have indicated they have all of the props and costume items.
Please have this discussion with your child(ren) to make sure they are
prepared. We do not want this to be a costly, stressful endeavour. Please have
your child(ren) speak with relatives, friends, and peers if there is something
they might need to borrow. As for props, each student will have a little area to
stand and mingle with guests. If they wish to have a poster to help with their
presentation, or any other visuals/props, please make sure they are minimal, as
we will have approximately 100 students in character on this evening. It
would be extremely beneficial if you could please take some time to ask your
child about their character (Did they read something particularly interesting or

funny that their person has experienced? Do they know how they will
greet the parents, peers when they come to observe their station?).

Thank you, in advance, for your enthusiasm and assistance with this
program. This will be the second annual MYP Night of the Notables
evening, and we invite you and your family to join us!

Submitted by Ms. Huber




Grade Sixes H.A.C.E. Program
February 16th

The Grade Sixes took part in an important educational program,
KnowDice.ca, which is provided by the Ministry. There were three
components each student had the opportunity to complete. The
first was an online pre-test, followed by a CD-ROM computer game
called The Amazing Chateau, and finally a post test found on

the website KnowDice.ca. The Health and Career Education
curriculum, along with the program’s main goals are to: debunk
common gambling myths, and provide information to help children
make responsible choices.

In 2007, Know Dice was successfully piloted in the
Richmond School District. Know Dice is a tested
educational tool and an important part of the Province’s
Responsible Gambling Strategy. Did you know, 58% of
Grade Five students in Delaware gambled in the past
year (U.S. Study conducted in 2004)? Different in
Canada? Nope. Two studies, one in Alberta and one in
Quebec, found that most problem gamblers began
gambling, on average, at the age of 10! Developed in
partnership with McGill University, Know Dice complements several of B.C.’s curriculum
streams (personal planning, health, computer science and math) and was designed for easy
use in a school computer lab.

As the promotion of gambling becomes more prevalent on television and elsewhere, it is
clear that children must be properly informed of the potential risks of gambling (and other
addictive practices). Know Dice gives students the information they need to make
responsible decisions about risk-taking behaviour.

Prior to presenting this program,
myself, Mr. Levitt and Mme.
Fraser, took a brief but
comprehensive training course
delivered by the Province’s
Responsible Gambling Program
prevention specialists.

I encourage you to ask your
child(ren) what they learned from
the program and discuss the ways
in which they will make responsible
decisions about risk-taking
behaviour.

Submitted by Ms. Huber
MYP Team Leader



FYP NEWS

GRADE 5 READING LINK CHALLENGE

On Tuesday, February 15,
the Grade 5’s participated in
the Fraser Valley Regional
Library’s annual Reading Link
Challenge. The in-school
challenge took place in the
library after recess and was
hosted by librarians Joann
and Jeannie from the
Tsawwassen Branch.

“The Reading Link Challenge
is about reading. In
November, Joann came to
visit our school and told us
about the six books that we
would need to be reading.”
said Lucy Yu, a grade 5
student.

“The reading link challenge
helps you to improve your reading skills, challenge yourself by getting back into reading and
having fun.” noted Sonam Saran.

Students were given a list of six titles to read and master because the judges would be
asking questions about the books. Students have been reading, “"Riding Freedom”, “Alvin
Ho”, “Number the Stars”, “Mystery of the Mad Science Teacher”, “The Watson’s Go to
Birmingham-1963”, and “"Thumb and the Bad Guys”.

Students prepared for the competition by reading each book very carefully and recording
sample questions in their reading
logbooks. Each student was placed in a
group and worked together to create a
team poster, song and support one
another to become experts on each
book.

“Working in our groups was a lot of
fun,” exclaimed Sonam.

“The competition was very intense, I felt
nervous but knowing I had 30 second to
answer the questions as a group, made
me feel better”.

Joann, one of the judges, explained the
rules to the teams: the Southpointe
Bookworms, The S.P.A. Reading Powers
and the Juggernauts teams. Each group
had to write down their answers on a
piece of paper and have their runner bring it to the judges’ table within the 30-second
timeline. After 30 intense questions there was finally a winner.




“The Juggernaut’s won the competition by accurately answering 26 out of the 30 questions.”
said Nighean Umbach a grade 5 student.

On March 10™, the Juggernauts will be competing at the Tsawwassen Library against other
school teams who have won the challenge.

“I wish the Juggernauts the best luck and hope they win the challenge for our school” said
Nighean. Southpointe wishes the students good luck and looks forward to hearing the
results in March.










SPORTS INFORMATION
BASKETBALL UPDATES:
SR. BOYS

The Sr. Boys Basketball Team played their final regular season game yesterday afternoon,
hosting Maple Ridge Christian School in a battle for second place in the division. The team
played well in spurts and, with 8 different players contributing on the score sheet, managed
to take a 17 point lead heading into the 4th quarter. Maple Ridge worked hard to close the
gap late in the game, but our boys hung on to win 55 - 47. With second place secured, the
team has earned a "bye" in the first round of the playoffs and will host a second round
playoff game on Monday, Feb. 28th. Special thanks to the Gr. 6, 7 Boys Basketball Team, as
well as the parents, teachers, students, and alumni for their support at the game! We hope
to see even more fans on Feb. 28th!

JR. BOYS

The Jr. Boys Basketball Team traveled to Mulgrave School in West Vancouver on Tuesday
afternoon to play in a GVISAA league playoff game. All players contributed to our overall
team score and put forth a decent effort, but it wasn't enough to defeat a more focused and
aggressive Mulgrave squad. With the loss, the Jr. Boys have been eliminated from the
playoffs and will wrap up their season this Friday and Saturday at the "Cypress Shoot-out"
Tournament in West Vancouver.

Submitted by Mr. McCall

SUN RUNNERS!

The Sun Run is only 8 weeks away! For those who have been training, or are interested in
participating at the Sun Run, you can register at www.sunrun.com. The early bird discount
ends soon. The entry fees are as follows:

Until February 25, 2011 the early bird price is only $20/youth team member ($5.00
surcharge/adult team member). After February 25, 2011, it is only $25.00/youth team
member ($5.00 surcharge/adult team member).

Would you like to join our very own Southpointe team and receive a school Sun Run T-
Shirt?

go to www.sunrun.comand c¢lick on “registration”

In the registration page clickon® Teams and Members: School s”

Click on “School Team registration” (pick the appropriat
have already signed up for an InTraining clinic,youc an c¢cl i ck on “School Team: I nTr ali

Clickon* Join -Team Member &€l O8Nk Ydn “Continue”.

The first page will ask you to fill in all of your personal contact information

The second page allows you to choose a team from a drop down menu that contains the names of all the
existing School Teams, listed in alphabetical order. Select your appropriate school team. (Team Name:
Southpointe Academy, Team Password: ontherun

Complete remaining required information on page and click continue. This will bring you to the final payment
stage.

Do not forget if you are planning on running the Sun Run, that there are practices on
Thursdays, from 3:30p.m to 4:30p.m. Practice may be rescheduled on a weekly basis.
Please read the daily announcements for changes to practice times.

Submitted by Mr. Simpson


http://www.sunrun.com/

SWIM TEAM NEWS

Did you know, that while the majority of Southpointe students were snoozing in their beds,
a brave group of swimmers (and their parents) woke very early and made their way to
Winskill Pool in Tsawwassen? During these early morning practices, 6:25 start, swimmers
swam lengths, worked on stroke improvement, practiced turns and dives and had fun. The
remarkable improvement in our swimmers’ skills and speed in the pool is a testament to
their hard work.

This week marks the end of the Swim Team season and the end of those early morning
practices.

Congratulations on a wonderful swim season to all the
swimmers on the Southpointe Academy Swim Team!

Carson Almrud Calvin Slinn
Aidan Harris Andreas Stockler
Jonathan Tuazon Adelia Bailey
Hillyard Carson Riley Gookstetter
Adam Mawiji Arjun Mangat
Jack Nielson Chris Pake
Sophia Strang Juliana Scheding
Michael Hampton Brent Morrison
Kenny Ross Tai Long Singh
Jodhveer Gill Meaghan MacKenzie
Isabella Nielson Chris Pope
Thorsten Schaub Jim Marsden
Frank Carson Saei Khamseh

Thank you to the parents for supporting the team and getting the swimmers to the pool for
practices.

Special thanks to the student coaches who came and shared their swimming knowledge and
enthusiasm: Ramneet Gill, Jaskamal Gill, Aliyyah Jafri.

To Mr. Sens .... Thank you very much for helping out with the swim team. We needed your
help and you stepped up graciously and willingly.

Mrs. Fraser, Mrs. Schaub, Mrs. Slinn and Mrs. Clarke are very proud of all the swimmers.

We applaud your hard work and hope you had fun.
On Friday, February 18" a twenty two member Southpointe Academy Swim Team will

participate in the I.S.E.A Swimming Championships 2011 at UBC.
We will post the results in a future Midpointe.

Submitted by Mrs. Clarke
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SPORTS CALENDAR

February 17 — March 3

Feb. 3:30pm - Sr. Girls Basketball vs BCCA at the Church
17
Thursday
Feb. ISEA Swim Meet - Elementary Swim Meet for ISABC schools
18 hosted by WPGA
Friday
Jr. Boys Basketball Tournament @ Mulgrave School, West
Vancouver
Feb. Jr. Boys Basketball Tournament @ Mulgrave School, West
19 Vancouver
Saturday
Feb. GVISSA - Jr. Boys Final Four @ Carver Christian School in
22 Burnaby.
Tuesday
Feb. ISEA Basketball Playday for Grade 6 Boys at Stratford Hall,
24 Vancouver
Thursday
Feb. ISEA Basketball Tournment for Grade 7 Boys at St. George’s
25 School
Friday
Mar. GVISSA Sr. Girls Final Four @ Meadowridge School in Maple
2 Ridge
Wednesday
Mar. GVISSA Sr. Boys Final Four @ Bodwell School in North
3 Vancouver

Thursday




CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
February 17 - March 3

Feb. 9:00am - 3:00pm —-Grade 3 Field Trip to Science World

17

Thurs. 12:45pm - University of Victoria representative here to speak to
Grade 11 & 12 students.
Grade 9 - Project Discover return from Zajac Ranch

Feb. SCHOOL CLOSED FOR WINTER BREAK

18

Friday

Feb. Graduation Photos at Artona Studios in Vancouver. Individual and

20 small group photos will be taken.

Sunday
Grade 9 Project Discover New Zealand Group Return

Feb. SCHOOL CLOSED FOR WINTER BREAK

21

Monday

Feb. Multicultural Tickets on sale daily at the Front Office

22

Tuesday Grade 5 Field Trip to Richmond Temple
9:30am - 10:30am - Grade 6 Math Contest

Feb. GYP AP Day

23

Wednesday Whole School Anti-Bullying “Pink Shirt Day”
Lunchtime MYP & GYP Geography Challenge in the Library
FYP & MYP Kenya Presentations

Feb. 9:30am - 10:30am - Grades 9, 10 & 11 Math Contest

24

Thursday All Day - “Canteen for Kenya” in Educafe. Parents welcome to drop
by for a snack!

Feb. Grade 2 Field Trip to Mount Seymour

25

Friday 9:00am - 2:45pm - Grade 3 Field Trip to H.R. MacMillan Space
Centre in Vancouver
9:30am - 12:30pm - Grade 5 Field Trip to Beach Grove School for
“Author visit”

March Grade 5 Field Trip to Richmond Temple

1

Tuesday 3:30pm - Science Fair judging from MYP & GYP Students

March 3:30pm - Science Fair Projects on display in Educafe.

2

Wednesday

March Preschool Field Trips to the Tsawwassen Public Library

3

Thursday




